
Continued on the other side… 

Acts 2:12 And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another,  

"What Does This Mean?" 
 

Response Questions for, “Understanding Biblical Greatness,” (Mark 9:33-50 [Gospel Parallels – 
Misc.]) 

 

Basic Ideas from Mark 9:33-50. 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
 

1. The Holy Spirit desires for us to know that it is Christ who unifies His people.  
2. The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose Christ above all other theological and personal 

idiosyncrasies.   
3. The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of living at peace within the community of 

faith. 

 
Basic Questions from Mark 9:33-50. 
 

1. Notice the similarity between verses 16 and 33. 
2. What does the silence tell you about the discussion by the disciples? 
3. The narrative does not say the disciples responded to the question.  What does verse 35 

possibly suggest to us? 
4. How is biblical greatness assessed? 
5. How does our Lord illustrate biblical greatness? 
6. Did the disciples “understand” what Jesus meant in His illustration/explanation?  How 

do you know this? 
7. How does our Lord’s thought in verses 39, 40 mesh with Matthew 7:21-23? 
8. How might this verse help us as a local church fellowship assess other ministries that 

might not look like us? 
9. What might this tell us as to how we treat the larger body of Christ?  Perhaps we are not 

as alone as we might think. 
10. What are verses 41 and following in relation to the initial thought in the previous 

verses?  Are they connected or separate ideas? 
11. Verses 41-48 are in parallel.  This means they are saying the same thing.  What are they 

saying? 
12. Verse 50 ties everything in between to verses 39 and 40.  How might we become 

unsalty?  Base your answer on the context.   
13. Verses 41-48 are telling us how we are to treat the body of Christ.  Perhaps our attitude 

toward the body of Christ has been severely deficient? 
14. Why is the language so severe (vv. 44, 46, 48) as to the judgment against those who ill-

treat the body of Christ?  Might it be what the body represents? 
15. Is it possible to say one loves the Lord, if they do not love His church? 
16. How might we take corrective actions toward reconciling the fellowship of His people, 

and what might this look like on a local church level?  



Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

 

17. Does the Bible ever speak in a cultural or historical vacuum?  Does it speak in a moral 
or religious vacuum?  How does His answer correspond to the Hebrew Scripture? 

18. Why do you think Mark dropped this passage in his narrative? 
19. How does this passage relate to the overall flow of Mark’s story? 
20. What part does this paragraph have to the storyline of the Bible? 

 
The Basic Application from Mark 9:14-29. 
 

1. Are you Christ-centered or are you self-centered?  Do you bring everything to the cross? 
2. Has your pride kept you from reconciling with a brother or sister in Christ?  Does it 
matter who is right?   

3. If you have any outstanding animosity toward a church or ministry or individual, then I 
call you to settle the matter. 

4. Seek unity, even if it means doing the hard thing. 
5. What is keeping you from confession, repentance, and restoration?  Do it now, without 
delay. 

 


